INI

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
2100 16" Street SW
Austin, MN 55912-1749
Pastor Ted Barthels
Sermon preached on
October 18, 2015
21% Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture Lessons. 2 Corinthians 8:1-12, Luke 12:15-21
Hymns: 26; 425; 428; 313:1

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sermon Text: Isaiah 30:15-19

> For thus says the Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel:
“In returning and rest you shall be saved,

In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”

But you would not,

6 And you said, “No, for we will flee on horses’—
Therefore you shall flee!

And, “We will ride on swift horses’—

Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift!

¥ One thousand shall flee at the threat of one,

At the threat of five you shall flee,

Till you are |eft as a pole on top of amountain

And as abanner on ahill.

8 Therefore the LoRrRD will wait, that He may be gracious to you;
And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you.
For the LORD isa God of justice;

Blessed are all those who wait for Him.

¥ For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem;

Y ou shall weep no more.

He will be very graciousto you at the sound of your cry;
When He hearsit, He will answer you. (NKJV)

Thisisthe Word of God.



Sanctify us, oh Lord, through Your truth. Your Word is truth.
Amen.

In Christ Jesus, dear fellow Redeemed:

INTRO: Finding Security in life.

This is what we are actually looking at in our text. When do you
feel secure? Maybe it's more revealing to turn the question around.
When do you feel insecure? | know that for me there are times
when feelings of insecurity take over my life. It could have been
when bills piled up because of family or medica emergencies.
And, oh yeah, those medical emergencies can do it too, can't they?
We know we should be fine because the Lord is at our side, but we
find ourselves worried. Parents can worry about their children.
Senior citizens might worry and feel rather insecure about
retirement. They might worry about not having enough financial
resources to retire and still have daily bread. They might feel
insecure about what life will be like when they no longer have their
work to give life meaning and purpose. Security is all about trust
and --

THEME: WhereYou Place Your Trust.

I. Placing Your Trust in the Resour ces of Man --can be most
disappointing.

The situation in our text had to do with Judah facing her enemies.
The Lord had used the prophets to call the people to repentance.
The prophets, including Isaiah, had already warned Judah for many
years of judgment to come unless the people would repent. And
that is how our text begins, with the Lord calling the people to
repentance, pleading with the people to turn back to the Lord,
promising the people that they would find peace and security by
turning to the Lord.

| saiah 30:15-17 For thus says the Lord Gob, the Holy One of
Israel: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and
confidence shall be your strength.” But you would not, ** And you
said, “No, for we will flee on horses’—Therefore you shall flee!
And, “We will ride on swift horses’—T herefore those who pursue
you shall be swift! ¥ One thousand shall flee at the threat of one,



At the threat of five you shall fleg, Till you are left as a pole on top
of amountain And as a banner on a hill.

If they would simply put their trust in the Lord who had originally
brought them up out of Egypt and delivered to them this good and
prosperous land, if they would simply turn to the Lord in quietness
with the confidence that the Lord isfully capable of delivering
them from their enemies, they would be saved!

Their answer: they would not! It just didn’t seem to make sense to
them to trust in the Lord against military forces that were greater
than any othersin the world, military powersthat had ssimply
ridden over far greater and more powerful countriesthan Judah. If
their gods hadn’t saved them, why should they trust the Lord to
deliver Judah? They needed swift horses and the best armiesin the
world to be safe and secure. God told them, specifically told them
not to turn to Egypt for deliverance, but that is where they thought
they had their best shot at deliverance and safety and peace.
Human resources were easier to trust than God.

So how would it go for them? God made it clear that it wouldn't
work out well at all. Egypt let them down. Egypt didn’t even show
up to defend them. The Egyptians were powerless even to save
themselves. They fell before the enemies forces. So then what did
the Lord say would become of those who put their trust in human
resources? They would be put to flight. If they had swift and
powerful war horses their enemies would have faster and stronger
horses. The horses of Judah would only be swift in retreat. They
would be running for their lives. They would bein a panic. They
would not only run in the face of superior forces; they would runin
the face of inferior forces. A handful of enemieswould cause an
army of Judah to flee. Five enemy fighters would stir panic in the
hearts of Judah’s soldiers, and they would fall before them. The
defeat would be arout. The remnant would be afew stragglers
gathered around a single pennant.

Human resour cesfail. They should not be trusted for security and
peace and life. But it is so easy for usto fall into the world' s way
of thinking. Who wouldn’t feel more secure if they won the
lottery? If you had all those millions of dollars life would have to
be better, more secure, and happier, wouldn't it? One would think



so, wouldn’t you? Haven't you? | mean really, can’t you identify
with the rich man in Jesus parable we read in our gospel lesson?
Aren’'t we deceived by the world and our own flesh, by our own
covetousness into believing that we can trust money, or the might
of our own United States military or the American economy to
keep us safe and secure? Of course we have to earn aliving, to get
money to buy the things we need, but all this happens for our good
under the Lord’ s blessing. Of course our country should have an
adequate military to keep us safe form our enemies. But it isthe
Lord who preserves our lives.

And if we asanation are full of pride, and our nation wallowsin
evil, asit does, isn't it to us that the Lord also pleads when He calls
for repentance, for aturning away from evil and aturning to Lord.
True, eternal security isyoursonly by --

II. Placing Your Trust inthe Power of a Gracious God.

| saiah 30:18-19 Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be
gracious to you; And therefore He will be exalted, that He may
have mercy on you. For the LORD isaGod of justice; Blessed are
all those who wait for Him. *° For the people shall dwell in Zion at
Jerusalem; Y ou shall weep no more. He will be very gracious to
you at the sound of your cry; When He hearsit, He will answer
youl.

The Lord’s mercy endures forever! We know that word of the Lord
by heart, and we repeat it in our table prayers again and again. It
reminds us that thee Lord desires our salvation. He longs for the
day when the sinner repents. He desires that all men should be
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. Thisis not only His
desire; this is the foundation of His gospel plan which caused Him
to send His Son down to earth to be our Savior. The Lord isa God
of justice. He must punish iniquity. He must maintain justice and
establish righteousness. And so He sent us a Savior to deliver us
from the curse of the law and fulfill all righteousness.

This is the foundation of true security, of true happiness, of life
everlasting. Those who wait for the Lord will be blessed! This
was the hope that the few faithful of Judah needed to hold onto.
Many difficult days lay ahead in the years that lay ahead for the



land of Judah, but the faithful had to know that God is faithful. He
keeps and fulfills His Word. His truth and His love are everlasting.
Those who would wait for the Lord would be blessed. Their tears
would be dried. He would hear their cry for help and the Lord
would deliver them from every evil.

The Lord is gracious, and He will be exalted in the earth. He will
be exalted by the wonder of His salvation. He will be exalted in the
peace which He alone can bring, the security which He alone
provides.

That is the same hope of life that the Lord holds out to us yet
today. In the face of the evil in our own lives we need to repent and
wait upon the Lord, He desires our salvation. In the face of the evil
of this world, we need to wait upon the Lord, knowing the justice
of the Lord will prevail, and His peace shall win over the violence
of the evil one. In the face of the problems of this life that tend to
overwhelm us and undermine our confidence in the Lord, we need
to wait upon the Lord, remembering His faithfulness to deliver us
from sin is the same faithfulness that will deliver us from every
evil, and also dry our tears. We need to wait for the Lord, knowing
that He is gracious and powerful to save. Even as He is patient and
enduring, so we wait for the time when the Lord shall deliver us
from every evil.

That may be a difficult lesson for us to retain in our thinking, but
that iswhat trust is all about, and our trust comes from the exercise
of our faith. Faith that is untested does not truly know trust in the
faithfulness of God. Faith that has been tested learns trust from the
blessings God has brought into our lives through the trials of life
that we have encountered with the Lord by our side. We learn the
wonderful truth of the psalmist’s words:

Psalm 37:1-5 Do not fret because of evildoers,
Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity.

2For they shall soon be cut down like the grass,
And wither as the green herb.

3Trust in the LorD, and do good,;

Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.
“Delight yourself also in the LoRD,

And He shall give you the desires of your heart.



>Commit your way to the LORD,
Trust alsoin Him,
And He shall bring it to pass.

Don't be fooled by the appearance of prosperity and security which
the world flaunts. It isamirage. It will evaporate just when security
is needed the most, at that moment when the Lord calls for their
souls. Know the security which the Lord provides Commit your
way unto the Lord. Trust in Him. He will give you the desires of
your heart, which will be sanctified by the Spirit. Trust in the Lord
and He will bring to pass all that isfor your good and blessing, for
it stands forever true, “Blessed are all those who wait for Him. ...
Hewill bevery graciousto you at the sound of your cry; When
He hearsit, He will answer you” (v.18, 19).

AMEN.

And the peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep
your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.



